Folic acid supplementation for sow diets by Nelssen, Jim L
Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports 
Volume 0 
Issue 10 Swine Day (1968-2014) Article 439 
1988 
Folic acid supplementation for sow diets 
Jim L. Nelssen 
This report is brought to you for free and open access by New 
Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kansas 
Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports by an 
authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. Copyright 1988 
Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and 
Cooperative Extension Service. Contents of this publication 
may be freely reproduced for educational purposes. All other 
rights reserved. Brand names appearing in this publication are 
for product identification purposes only. No endorsement is 
intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products not 
mentioned. K-State Research and Extension is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr 
 Part of the Other Animal Sciences Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Nelssen, Jim L. (1988) "Folic acid supplementation for sow diets," Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station 
Research Reports: Vol. 0: Iss. 10. https://doi.org/10.4148/2378-5977.6279 
Folic acid supplementation for sow diets 
Abstract 
Folic acid is an essential B-vitamin for swine, and green, leafy plants are an -excellent source of this 
vitamin. Even though pigs cannot synthesize folic acid, bacteria in their lower gut can, making feces 
another source of folic acid. Research in the late 1940's and early 1950's indicated that folic acid 
supplementation to pig diets was not necessary. However, in the last 40 years, the number of sows raised 
in outside lots with access to leafy plants has decreased. Also, improvements in waste removal systems 
have decreased the sow's access to fecal material. These changes in management systems have 
removed two sources of folic acid from the sow, thereby, causing researchers to reevaluate folic acid 
supplementation to sow diets.; Swine Day, Manhattan, KS, November 17, 1988 
Keywords 
Swine day, 1988; Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station contribution; no. 88-149-S; Report of progress 
(Kansas State University. Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service); 556; Swine; 
Flic acid; Sow diets 
Creative Commons License 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License. 
This research report is available in Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports: 
https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr/vol0/iss10/439 


